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A note on the occurrence of Clubiona juvenis
Simon in the fens of the Norfolk Broads

C.I. Carter
Alice Holt Lodge, Farnham, Surrey

On 22 September 1970, while an intensive
collection of spiders was being made in the Bure
Marshes, Norfolk, a number of clubionids were taken
from beneath dry, cut sedge (Cladium) laying at the
waters edge. The adult clubionids were all C
phragmitis Koch except for a single female which was
identified as C. juvenis Simon. The determination of
this individual was kindly confirmed by Mr. G.H.
Locket who pointed out that the numbers of tibial I
spines and inner cheliceral teeth sometimes varied
from those quoted in Locket and Millidge (1951).
Wiehle (1965) has pointed out that the tibial
apophyses of the male palps of this species may also
show some similarity with C. trivialis Koch. In his
key, the large size of the anterior median eyes (also
mentioned by Locket and Millidge (1951)) is used as a
distinguishing character for both sexes. Two further
specimens, both males, were identified by John Gray
from a collection made by sweeping reeds two days
earlier at Reedham Marsh in the River Ant valley.
During mid-September 1971, these and other Norfolk
fenland sites were visited by members of the British
Arachnological Society conducting a survey for the
Nature Conservancy. A further two males were taken
at Reedham Marsh, one from Spagnum at the bottom
of a reed bed and another by sweeping. In addition,
four females were found in the ground vegetation of a
Phragmites/Cladium fen by Meadow Dyke not far
from Horsey Mere. Previous records in the British

Istes are: Co. Wicklow, sand dunes (Locket and
Millidge 1951); Co. Wexford, sand dunes (E. Duffey
pers. com.); and Keysworth, Poole, Dorset, under
Phragmites in a brackish marsh (P. Mérrett pers
com.).

The occurrences of C. juvenis in wet habitats in
Norfolk and Dorset; and sand dunes in Ireland, are
comparable with those on the continent (Bochmann
1941, cited by Duffey 1968), in that this species is
diplostenoecious (being found in these two con-
trasting habitats). It does seem, however, that most of
the European records examined by Nemenz (1967)
are of wet habitats although the spider lives above in
the drier vegetation; in the dry habitats the spiders
were found in dense parts of tussocks where the air
moisture was probably high.
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