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Note on the genera Admestina and Akela (Araneae,
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Summary
The following new combination and synonymies are

here established: Admestina insularis Banks, 1902 =
Helvetia insularis n. comb.; Helvetia otiosa Galiano, 1976
= Helvetia insularis n. syn.; Freya striata Chickering, 1946
= Akela charlottae Peckham & Peckham, 1896 n. syn.

Comments about Akela fulva Dyal, A. longibarba
Mello-Leitao and A. quinquevittata Mello-Leitao are
given.

In previous papers (Galiano, 1968, 1970, 1981,
1987a, 1987b) several species of Admestina Peckham &
Peckham, 1889 and Akela Peckham & Peckham, 1896
have been transferred to other genera, as in the
following list:
Admestina bitaeniata Simon, 1902 = Admesturius bitaeniatus
Akela aurantiovittata Mello-Leitao, 1945 = Chira spinosa (Mello-
Leitao, 1939)
Akela campestrata Simon, 1901b = Simonurius campestratus
Akela ferrugineonotata Mello-Leitao, 1945 = Chira gounelleii (Simon,
1902)
Akela gladifera Simon, 1901b = Simonurius gladiferus
Akela lunata Mello-Leitao, 1944 = Tullgrenella lunata
Akela melanica Mello-Leitao, 1941 = Tullgrenella melanica
Akela modesta Mello-Leitao, 1941 = Dendryphantes modestus
Akela penicillum Mello-Leitao, 1940 = llargus coccineus Simon,
1901c
Akela quadrataria Simon, 1901b = Simonurius quadratarius
Akela simplex MeUo-Leitao, 1944 = Hisukattus simplex
Akela trilineata Mello-Leitao, 1941 = Simonurius gladiferus (Simon,
1901)

In the present note Helvetia insularis new combina-
tion is established for Admestina insularis Banks, 1902.
The species was also described as Helvetia otiosa by
Galiano (1976) and this name is here considered as a
new synonym. As a consequence of this transfer,
Admestina comprises only its type species, Admestina
tibialis (C. L. Koch, 1846).

At present, Akela includes four species:
1. A. charlottae Peckham & Peckham, 1896, type

species by monotypy. Freya striata Chickering, 1946
is here newly synonymised. Illustrations of the
species are given (Figs. 1-4).

2. A. fulva Dyal, 1935, from India, very difficult to
identify from the description.

3. A. longibarba Mello-Leitao, 1943, closely related to
Phiale formosa (Banks, 1909), should be excluded
from the genus.

4. A. quinquevittata Mello-Leitao, 1947, of a very
uncertain position.

The last three species will probably be excluded
from the genus when more specimens are available.

From the long list given above it is evident that most
authors followed Simon (1901a, 1901b) in his inter-
pretation of Akela, which has been demonstrated to be

wrong (Galiano, 1987b).
Abbreviations: MACN = Museo Argentino de

Ciencias Naturales, MCZ = Museum of Comparative
Zoology, Harvard, AMNH = American Museum of
Natural History, MNRJ = Museu Nacional, Rio de
Janeiro, MHNP = Museu de Historia Natural de
Parana, Brazil.

Material examined

Male holotype of Admestina insularis, from
Galapagos Is., Narborough, 4 July 1899 (Hopkins'&
Stanford Exp.), in AMNH. Male holotype of Helvetia
otiosa, from Argentina, C6rdoba prov., Embalse,
27 December 1974 (M. E. Galiano), MACN No. 6737.
Male holotype of Akela longibarba, from Brazil,
Pernambuco, Tapeni (Pickel), MNRJ. No. 1022.
Female holotype of Akela quinquevittata from Brazil,
Parana, Curitiba (R. B. Lange), MNHP No. 2502. Male
holotype of Akela charlottae, from Guatemala, MCZ
No. 531. Male holotype, female allotype of Freya striata,
from Panama, Canal Zone, Forest Preserve, July 1939
(A. M. Chickering), MCZ. Male holotype of Phiale
formosa (Banks), from Costa Rica, Turrialba (Tristan),
in MCZ.
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Figs. 1-4: Akela charlottae Peckham & Peckham. 1 Male, dorsal
view; 2 Male palp, ventral view; 3 Male palp, retrolateral
view; 4 Epigynum, ventral view.



50 Note on Admestina and Akela

References
BANKS, N. 1902: Papers from the Hopkins Stanford Galapagos

Expedition, 1898-1899. Proc.Vfash.Acad.Sci. 4: 49-80.
BANKS, N. 1909: Arachnida from Costa Rica. Proc.Acad.nat.Sci.

Philad. 61: 194-234.
CHICKERING, A. 1946: The salticids (spiders) of Panama. Bull.

Mus.comp.Zool.Harv. 97:1-474.
DYAL, S. 1935: Fauna of Lahore. 4: Spiders of Lahore. Bull.Dep.

Zool.Panjab Univ. 1: 119-252.
GALIANO, M. E. 1968: Adiciones a la revisibn del g£nero Chira

Peckham, 1896 (Araneae, Salticidae). Physis B.Aires 27(75):
349-366.

GALIANO, M. E. 1970: Revisi6n del g6nero Tullgrenella Mello-
Leitao, 1941 (Araneae, Salticidae). Physis B.Aires 29(79):
323-355.

GALIANO, M. E. 1976: Dos nuevas especies del g6nero Helvetia
Peckham, 1894 (Araneae, Salticidae). Revta Soc.ent.argent.
35(1-4): 51-56.

GALIANO, M. E. 1981: Catalogo de los especimenes tipicos de
Salticidae (Araneae) descriptos por Candido F. de Mello-
Leitao. Segunda parte. Physis B.Aires (C) 39(97): 11-17.

GALIANO, M. E. 1987a: Descripcidn de Hisukattus nuevo genero
(Araneae, Salticidae). Revta Soc.ent.argent. 44(2): 137-148.

GALIANO, M. E. 1987b: Revisi6n de los g6neros del grupo Hurieae
(Araneae, Salticidae). J.Arachnol. 15: 285-301.

KOCH, C. L. 1846: Die Arachniden 14(2): 49-88.
MELLO-LEITAO, C. 1939: Araign6es americaines du Musee

d'Histoire Naturelle de Bale. Revue suisse Zoo/. 46(2): 43-93.

MELLO-LEITAO, C. 1940: Aranhas de Parana. Archos Inst.Biol.,
S.Paulo 11(30): 235-257.

MELLO-LEITAO, C. 1941: Las aranas de C6rdoba, La Rioja,
Catamarca, Tucuman, Salta y Jujuy. Revta Mus.La Plata
(Zool.,N.S.) 2(12): 99-198.

MELLO-LEITAO, C. 1943: Araneologia varia brasiliana. Anais
Acad.bras.denc. 15(3): 255-265.

MELLO-LEITAO, C. 1944: Aranas de la provincia de Buenos
Aires. Revta Mus.La Plata (Zool.,N.S.) 3(24): 311-393.

MELLO-LEITAO, C. 1945: Aranas de Misiones, Corrientes y Entre
Rios. Revta Mus.La Plata (Zool., N.S.) 4(29): 213-302.

MELLO-LEITAO, C. 1947: Aranhas do Parana y Santa Catarina
das colesoes do Museu Paranaense. Archos Mus.parana. 6(6):
231-304.

PECKHAM, G. W. & PECKHAM, E. G. 1896: Spiders of the
family Attidae from Central America and Mexico.
Occ.Pap.Wis.nat.Hist.Soc. 3: 1-101.

PECKHAM, G. W. & PECKHAM, E. G. 1889: Attidae of North
America. Trans.Wis.Acad.Sci.Arts Lett. 7: 1-104.

SIMON, E. 1901a: Histoire naturelle des araignees 2(3): 381-668.
Paris.

SIMON, E. 1901b: Descriptions d'arachnides nouveaux de la famille
des Attidae (suite). Annls Soc.ent.Belg. 45: 141-161.

SIMON, E. 1901c: Descriptions d'especes nouvelles de la famille des
Salticidae (suite). Annls Soq.ent.Fr. 70: 66-76.

SIMON, E. 1902: Descriptions d'arachnides nouveaux de la famille
des Salticidae (Attidae). Annls Soc.ent.Belg. 46: 24-54.


	Return To Menu

