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GEORGE HAZELWOOD LOCKET, 1900-1991

George Hazelwood Locket (known to his friends as
"Ted"), the acknowledged doyen of British arachnolo-
gists for the past decade, died on 27 January 1991, in
his 91st year. By his work and publications, extending
over more than 60 years, he has left his mark on the
arachnological scene, and his death is a sad loss.

He was born on 12 August 1900, during the reign of
Queen Victoria, and spent a happy childhood in the
countryside of Kent and Surrey. At school (Gresham's,
Norfolk) he discovered an interest in natural history, and
kept specimens of Agelena labyrinthica (amongst other
animals) in his study. While confined to bed with German
measles in 1916, he acquired a small book on "Crustacea
and Spiders" (price one shilling), and the information
given on spiders, though sparse, encouraged him to start
on his life-long study of arachnids. Soon afterwards, still
in his teens, he acquired Blackwall's Spiders of Great
Britain and Ireland and Pickard-Cambridge's Spiders of
Dorset. At this stage, his interests lay more in the study of
behaviour than in collecting and taxonomy. On his 18th
birthday he was called up for military service in the Royal
Engineers (which in 1918 necessitated learning to ride a
horse!), and was faced (in his view) with the virtual
certainty of annihilation in the carnage of Flanders.
Fortunately, for arachnology as well as for Ted, the war
ended before this could happen.

Soon afterwards he won a place at Lincoln College,
Oxford; in those far-off days acceptance at Oxford (even
for a science degree) demanded a certain ability in classi-
cal Greek, which he successfully acquired, from scratch,
by a crash course. His knowledge of Latin and Greek
proved of great value later on for dealing with, and advis-
ing on, problems of arachnid nomenclature. His main
subject at university was chemistry, but he found time to
observe and study lycosid courtship; as a result of the
latter work he was almost persuaded by Julian Huxley to
switch from chemistry to zoology.

After university, he spent his working life teaching
science (chiefly chemistry) at high school level, latterly
(1931-1958) at Harrow School, and developed a pro-
found interest in teaching the young. He was kept very
busy during the early years of his teaching career, but
spent as much as possible of his spare time, as he put it,
"watching spiders". In 1935, after he had settled in at
Harrow, he began the "serious" study of spiders, and
under the willing tutelage of A. R. Jackson began to form
a reference collection of spiders and to develop his interest
in spider taxonomy.

Arachnologists in Britain today may find it difficult to
appreciate that a mere 40-50 years ago there were no easy
or reliable means for identifying British spiders, apart
from some of the larger and more spectacular species.
Until Bristowe's publication in 1939 (Comity of Spiders,
Vol. I), there was indeed no up-to-date list of the
species known to be present in Britain. The only practical
method of identification available to an aspiring beginner
was to send his specimens to one or other of the
three extant British spider taxonomists, A. R. Jackson,
J. E. Hull and W. Falconer (all of whom were amateurs
who had learned their craft in the first place from O. and

F. O. Pickard-Cambridge). By mid-1944, Falconer and
Jackson were dead, and Hull's eyesight was beginning to
fail. It rapidly became clear to the few remaining active
arachnologists here that it would be difficult to keep
arachnology alive in Britain, and to encourage younger
people into the field, unless some sort of handbook for the
identification of British spiders could be produced. In
August 1944, with occasional thuds from exploding VI
flying bombs in the background, a meeting was held at
Harrow, on the outskirts of London, between Bristowe,
Locket, Millidge and Savory to discuss this situation. It
was agreed that the aim should be to produce, as quickly
as possible, a book containing brief, but adequate, de-
scriptions (i.e. omitting wordy descriptions of colour,
eyes, etc., so common in earlier spider descriptions), with
good figures of the genitalia, for all the known British
species; and that the authors would be Bristowe, Locket
and Millidge. It is perhaps worth emphasising that when
the work on British Spiders was initiated it had the some-
what limited (but, at the time, very important) objective of
producing, for the first time since Blackwall (1861-64), a
handbook to enable the spiders found in Britain to be
identified; the task involved in describing and figuring
nearly 600 species was considered to be ambitious enough
at that time without attempting to include comparisons
with the spider fauna of other countries. Ted played an
important part in the launching of the project, and when
Bristowe found it necessary to withdraw, Ted became the
enthusiastic senior author. Both the remaining authors
were amateurs, and the production of British Spiders
(based to a large extent on Jackson's spider collection in
the British Museum (Natural History)) was carried out
entirely in their leisure time; the figures were all drawn
using a low-power monocular microscope, under some-
what poor (by modern standards) illumination. After
much sweat and toil, the work finally appeared in two
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volumes, in 1951 and 1953. Subsequently (1974) a further
volume, which contained amendments, additions and dis-
tribution maps, was produced, under Ted's direction,
with P. Merrett as an additional author.

Ted's early papers (1920-1946) dealt with non-
taxonomic topics (e.g. mating procedures, allometric
growth). During that period he also published several
short papers on ecological subjects, and two books on
school chemistry. From 1947 onwards he published, as
sole or joint author, more than 20 papers on taxonomic
matters, including valuable accounts of spiders from
Britain, Angola, Nigeria, Comoro Is. and Malaysia. He
also published a paper on his revision and cataloguing of
the British material in the Pickard-Cambridge collection
at Oxford.

His interest in teaching led to the setting-up of field
courses on spiders, directed towards newcomers to the
field, and in 1954 he ran the first of these at Malham,
Yorkshire; it is worth recording that amongst those attend-
ing this first course were a future president of CIDA (P. J.
van Helsdingen) and another well-known CIDA member
and future president of the British Arachnological Society
(P. D. Gabbutt). Ted was also one of the prime movers in
the formation of the Flatford Mill Spider Group (1958),
which later (1964) "became the British Spider Study Group
and finally in 1969 evolved into the British Arachnological
Society. He served as Chairman and President of the first
two groups throughout their ten-year development, and
as the first Vice-President of BAS.

In 1974 he received the Stamford Raffles Award of the
Zoological Society of London for conspicuous amateur
contributions to arachnology (Bristowe was the only
arachnologist previously so honoured), and in the same
year he also received the Bloomer Award of the Linnean
Society for his work on spiders. He was elected an honor-
ary member of the British Arachnological Society, of the
American Arachnological Society, and of CIDA. He was
also an honorary Vice-President of the Ray Society.

Ted retired from the teaching profession in 1958, and
moved first to Stockbridge, Hampshire, and finally, after
the death of his wife, to the small village of Stone Allerton,
Somerset. In Hampshire he enjoyed exercising his pisca-
torial skills on the River Test, and played a leading role in
the Leckford Survey, a study carried out over some twelve
years of invertebrate distributions on the Leckford Estate.

In his later years, in Somerset, Ted gained much
pleasure and relaxation from gentle gardening, but he
never lost his deep interest in spiders, and was always
pleased to welcome arachnological visitors; he was still to
be found at his microscope in his 90th year. Spiders were,
for him, not just a passionate interest, but a source of
abiding pleasure. He was a happy man, always good
natured, always generous with help and advice, and he
will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

His son Adam, well known for his work on the
coelacanth eye, is continuing the arachnological tradition
by his work on scorpions.

A.F.M.
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