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Summary

The sparassid spider Olios suavis (O. Pickard-Cambridge,
1876) is reported from Europe for the first time, based on a
specimen from Cyprus. A brief description of the male
specimen from Cyprus is provided, together with figures of
the genitalia of both sexes. Figures of the genitalia of O.
argelasius (Walckenaer, 1805), the only other European
Olios species, are also given, and the distinguishing charac-
ters of the two species are outlined.

Introduction

Olios Walckenaer, 1837 is a large genus with about
260 species worldwide (Platnick, 2010). In Europe, only
the type species O. argelasius (Walckenaer, 1805) is
known, from Mediterranean countries [Portugal, Spain,
France, Italy, Hungary, Balkans, Greece, Turkey:
Bonnet, 1958: 3165; Bosmans & Chatzaki, 2005; Levy,
1989; the record from Austria listed in Doleschall (1852)
refers to Istria, today part of Slovenia and Croatia, while
that from Tyrol listed in L. Koch (1876) is from Italy].

This short note treats the record of a second Olios
species from southern Europe. The male specimen is
briefly described and the male and female copulatory
organs are illustrated. Identification within this more or
less uniformly coloured genus should be made only by
comparison of the copulatory organs.

Olios suavis (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1876) (Figs. 1–4)

Sparassus suavis O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1876: 588 (descr. _ \; 1_ 1\
1 imm. _ syntypes, Upper Egypt, desert near Gebel y
Silsilis, Hope Entomological Collections Oxford, B. 1411, not
examined).

Eusparassus suavis: Reimoser, 1919: 178.
Olios impediens Denis, 1947: 52, pl. 2, fig. 17 (descr. \; 1\ 1 subad. _

3 imms, syntypes, Egypt, Siwa, 4 September 1935, Omer-
Cooper-Siwa Expedition, Natural History Museum London,
1936.2.12.722–726, examined).

O. suavis: Levy, 1989: 152, figs 71–81 (transfer from Eusparassus,
synonymy with O. impediens, first record for Israel).

Note: The female syntype of O. impediens belongs to a series with
a subadult male and 3 immatures, as listed in Denis (1947). Therefore
the adult female is a syntype and not a holotype as stated by Levy
(1989: 152).

Material examined: 1_ (PJ 3247), Cyprus, Agridi nr
Dali, 35(02#N, 33(25#E, 230 m, on veranda of house,

15 August 2009, Duncan McCowan leg., Senckenberg
Research Institute.

Comparative material: Olios argelasius: 1_ (PJ 493),
southern France, E. Pyrenees, valley in direction of
Col de Banyuls, M. Grasshoff leg., 15 August 1963,
Grasshoff det., Senckenberg Research Institute (SMF
22021); 1\ (PJ 725), Greece, Crete, Lakkos, Coll.
Roewer RII 697, Senckenberg Research Institute (SMF
99000697).

Diagnosis: Male palp with narrowly bent embolus in
centre and several extensions and apophyses on pro-
lateral half of tegulum. Conductor reduced to small
membranous structure situated close to tip of embolus.
Subtegulum largely visible in proximal half of alveolus
(Figs. 1–3). Female epigyne with two lateral ridges
converging anteriorly. Median parts of lateral lobes and
membranous median septum visible in posterior half
(Fig. 4).

Description: Prosoma length 3.5, width 3.3, anterior
width 1.7. Opisthosoma absent. Chelicerae with 2
anterior and 4 posterior teeth. Characters of present
male correspond well with description provided by Levy
(1989: 152). For further differential characters see below.
Coloration: prosoma and appendages pale yellow-
ish brown without pattern, legs distally darker.
Opisthosoma absent in present male specimen, but usu-
ally characterised by dorsal tuning fork-shaped pattern,
typical for most Olios spp.

Distribution: Israel (Levy, 1989), Egypt (O. Pickard-
Cambridge, 1876; Denis, 1947), Cyprus (this paper).

Discussion

The specimen was collected from the concrete-
surfaced veranda of a house constructed in previously
uninhabited farm land, bordered by citrus groves and
the bed of the seasonally running river Yialyas. The
broader Agridi area itself is a former wetland, at one
time irrigated by a medieval water-mill (Neromilos).
Today the area is fringed by century-old eucalypts.

Olios is largely unrevised and the genus as currently
constituted is certainly polyphyletic. A preliminary diag-
nosis is given by Jäger & Kunz (2005) who illustrated
several species. Olios suavis belongs to a species group
characterised by its narrow distal embolic coil as exhib-
ited, e.g. in O. japonicus Jäger & Ono, 2000 [Japan],
O. mahabangkawitus Barrion & Litsinger, 1995
[Philippines], O. sanguinifrons (Simon, 1906) [India], O.
sericeus (Kroneberg, 1875) [Georgia, Central Asia], O.
baulnyi (Simon, 1874) [Morocco, Senegal, Sudan] and
O. tener (Thorell, 1891) [Pakistan, India, Myanmar]
(Jäger & Ono, 2000; Jäger et al., 2002; Jäger & Otto,
2007; Jäger & Praxaysombath, 2009; Jäger, unpublished
observations). It is distinguished from males of these
species by the strongly pronounced subtegulum and
the specific arrangement of the prolateral tegular
apophyses.

Males of O. suavis can be distinguished from the only
other European species, the type species of the genus
Olios, O. argelasius, by the narrow embolus coil (wide
in O. argelasius: Figs. 5–6), and females can be
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distinguished from those of O. argelasius by the wide,
posteriorly diverging median septum (slit-like in O.
argelasius: Fig. 7). In general, O. argelasius is larger,
with an overlap in males and a distinct gap in females,
with the following data available so far: O. suavis _
7.8–8.6 mm (n=2, Levy, 1989), \ 9.3–11.2 mm (n=2,
Levy, 1989); O. argelasius _ 8.0–11.0 mm (n=3, and
Bellmann, 2001), \ 15.0–17.0 mm (n=1, and Bellmann,
2001). One other species, Olios baulnyi (Simon, 1874),
has been recorded from North Africa and might
potentially be found in Europe (via Spain) in future.
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